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ED.D. - EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION: FOCUS IN HIGHER
EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION

Student Learning Outcomes

Students graduating from this program will:

« Identify current issues within the field of higher education and devise appropriate solutions.

« Demonstrate mastery of a research method and application of that method to address a current issue in higher education administration.
+ Demonstrate improvement in ability to incorporate multicultural policies and programs into professional practice.

+ Construct an identity of a reflective and scholarly educational practitioner.

+ Demonstrate improvement in ability to incorporate ethical leadership into professional practice.

Criteria for Admission to Higher Education Focus

Admission to the Higher Education doctoral program is a two-tier procedure. A general application to the University and all transcripts must be
sent to the Office of Admission. A previously earned master's degree from any accredited institution is required with a 3.0 or higher GPA. Additional
documents must be submitted directly to the program. Upon receipt of all application materials, students will be contacted to arrange a date for a
personal interview which will be the final step in the admission process.

Your application includes:

1. Completed UMKC application.
2. Official transcripts from each college attended.

3. Aletter of intent including a statement of the reason for pursuing a doctoral degree in Higher Education and a brief discussion about the match
between the applicant's needs and the program offering.

4. Avita or resume demonstrating at least 3 years of full-time professional experience in higher education administration or a leadership position in
a professional field at the time of program initiation; vita/resume should provide a summary of leadership activities, work experiences, and any
scholarly activity if available.

5. Writing sample. This sample may be a previous academic product (from the applicant’s graduate program) or a significant professional writing
sample.

6. An interview will be scheduled with at least two faculty members as the final step in the admission process. Interview topics will be wide-ranging,
including personal goals and objectives, current issues in education, and successful college experiences. The interview is designed to acquire
information concerning the applicant's oral skills and critical thinking skills. The applicant will also have the opportunity to garner additional
information about the program.

Note: Letters of recommendation are not required for admission

Students are admitted to the program every three years. The deadline for submitting all application materials is December 15 prior to the admitting
year. The GRE is not required for admission.

Curriculum

The program consists of a minimum of 54 semester hours' beyond the master’s degree, inclusive of the dissertation. The Ed.D. is a practitioner’s
degree designed for the advanced student who wishes to achieve a superior level of competency in their professional field with emphasis on practice
and leadership in an urban setting. The degree requires students to demonstrate proficiency in independent research in higher education and make
original contributions to the body of knowledge related to higher education. The program is structured in a cohort model with admission every three
years. Admitted students must take courses as prescribed, in order, to complete degree program in a three year time frame. Students may complete
the program in longer than three years depending on the focus of their applied research project (dissertation) or chosen elective coursework. It is
expected that students will complete the doctorate during a four year period of time.

Students are expected to have taken an introductory statistics course prior to enroliment in the doctoral program (e.g. EDUC-R&P 5505 or equivalent).
If the student has not taken such a course prior to enrollment they will need to do so before beginning the research methods series in year 2. This pre-
requisite is outside of the 54 credit hours required for the degree.

Code Title Credits
Higher Education Required Courses:

EDUC-UL 5604 Introduction to Doctoral Study 3
EDUC-UL 5652 Financial Aspects Of Higher Education 3
EDUC-UL 5636 Policy Issues in Higher Education 3
EDUC-UL 5557 Legal Aspects Of Higher Education 3
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EDUC-UL 5564

EDUC-UL 5550

EDUC-UL 5635 Topics In Higher Education (Program Assessment and Evaluation)
EDUC-UL 5685 Problems And Issues In Education & Urban Leadership
Research Methods (Must have EDUC-R&P 5505 or equivalent in previous degree):
EDUC-R&P 5608 Introduction To Graduate Research
Quantitative Track:
EDUC-R&P 5555 Statistical Methods Il
EDUC-R&P 5612 Applied Quantitative Research in Education
OR Qualitative Track:
EDUC-R&P 5615 Qualitative Research Theory & Design Educational Setting. Part 1
EDUC-R&P 5616 Qual Data Collection And Analysis In Educational Settings. Part 2
OR Historical Track:
EDUC-UL 5614 Historical Methods in Educational Research |
EDUC-UL 5615 Historical Methods in Educational Research II
Foundations (Select two courses from the following): 6
EDUC-UL 5526 Philosophical Foundations Of Education
EDUC-UL 5528 Sociological Foundations Of Education
EDUC-UL 5525 Cultural Foundations Of Education

History Of Higher Education

Electives (select 3 from the following):

Organization And Administration Of Higher Education

EDUC-UL 5551 Student Affairs Administration In Higher Education

EDUC-UL 5556 The College Student

EDUC-UL 5558 Advanced Student Development Theory

EDUC-UL 5559 Current Issues In Community Colleges

EDUC-UL 5560 Leadership In Higher Education

EDUC-UL 5566 Racial And Ethnic Diversity, And Cultural Understanding

CPCE 5513 Lifespan Human Development

EDUC-R&P 5639 Educational Psychology: Focus on Teaching in Higher Education
Dissertation:
EDUC-UL 5696 Dissertation in Educational Leadership, Policy and Foundations 12
Total Credits 54

'Students may transfer up to 21 credit hours (ch) of coursework (exclusive of dissertation hours) from previous degree programs as approved by the
students’ advisor and/or program coordinator

Note: Electives courses may be selected from the list above (prioritized) or from other graduate programs at UMKC as approved by the students'
advisor. Students may choose to take additional research methods courses (in excess of the required 9 hours) or electives (in excess of the 9 hours) to
support their dissertation focus as needed in consultation with their advisor.



